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Criminal justice 
1. Cesare Lombroso applied the methods of natural science (observation, measurement, experimentation, statistical analysis) to the study of criminal behaviour. Lombroso rejected the classical theory of crime, associated with Cesare Beccaria and Jeremy Bentham, which explained criminal activity as freely chosen behaviour based on the rational calculation of benefit and loss, pleasure and pain. Critically analyze both schools of thought and provide an opinion on what theory you believe is more relevant.
Lombroso's theory was based on both psychological and social factors. His theory of crime was biological. He associated the idea of a criminal with that of a virus. In a situation where the community is "sick" because of political upheavals, civil unrest, and low wages, criminal emerges. Maslow's hierarchy of needs describes a good example of this situation. According to the hierarchy, human beings usually take drastic measures to achieve their needs, so criminals are considered desperate persons. There must be eliminating factors to stop the formation of such sickness (crime) that results in desperation. The notion of crime by choice was linked to Skinner's idea of operant conditioning. This idea was the process of decisions resulting in a consequence. The persons weighed their options and made a decision, either bad or good. Persons affected by social isolation, socioeconomics, and other factors would likely commit crimes to acquire their needs. The notion of choosing crime first is associated with incidents such as being born to a street gang or street family (Bowen, 2020).
2. William Chambliss, Oliver Wendell Holmes, and Felix Frankfurter examined the foundations of the Anglo-American legal tradition by focusing on the relationship between law and society. Discuss the approach of all three and give your opinion as to what the law really is.
William Chambliss, Oliver Wendell Holmes, and Felix frankfurter had a different view on the relationship between law and society. According to Chambliss view, the law is a tool used by powerful people to ensure the less powerful individual performs different tasks. Holmes views the law as whatever the manipulator and interpreter say it is. Felix views the law as established safeguards that, when followed, liberty can be assured. However, as per my understanding, the law involves flexible guidelines regarding the moral ideas of the community. Such ideas are borrowed from what the community deems reprehensible or acceptable. The flexible nature of the law indicates that it can be manipulated to fit individuals with favourable education of its framework. Justice is achieved by skilled individuals who know how to manipulate the system.
3. William Westley's study looked at police officers operating at the street level. Fogelson's study focused mainly on the management level in policing, which has tended to be somewhat cut off from street-level policing. Goldstein's study examined policing at the political level where a police department encounters the currents of local government. Critically analyze all three and give your opinion as to whether you think studies of police should concentrate on the street level, managerial level, or at the political level.
The most psychological and physically demanding degree of policing is the street. In such areas, law enforcement officers must make instant decisions on different factors such as the escalation rate of the crime, personal judgment, and the law. Such critical self-governing factors leave no room for mistakes. The managerial level of policing handles officers from the front lines and has vast experience dealing with street matters. Such a position is psychologically demanding since the policymakers handle the officers. The studies of police should concentrate on the political level. Political policing individuals may never have been on the streets or law enforcement officers. Political policies are usually made to cement politicians’ positions and not primarily the safety of the community or officers. The study of police should major on the political level since individuals hardly encounter challenges on the streets. The experience gathered will play a major role in forming reasonable policies.
4. In western civilization for the past two thousand years, the most common symbol of justice has been the "Lady of Justice." She is blindfolded; she holds a scale with balance pans in one hand and a sword in the other hand. The scale represents the idea that for every offense, there must be a punishment of equal weight. The sword represents the necessity of punishment. In your opinion are prisons an adequate form of punishment for justice to be served? Discuss.
Prisons have major purposes that include rehabilitation, deterrence, incapacitation, and retribution. However, prisons are not an acceptable form of punishment for the justice served. The aspects mentioned above are meant to separate the criminals from the community; however, this is not usually the case. Currently, prisons no longer perform the basic task; they are major havens for gangs, extreme violence, and criminal organizations. There are different criminal gangs among prisons, such as public enemy number one, black guerrilla family, and ms-14. Prisons lack reconsideration or rehabilitation of not committing similar crimes. Different affiliates outside the prison support majority of the criminal gangs. Besides, Prevention of crime is the foundation for reducing both future prisoners and new criminals. Vulnerable individuals in society include single parents, low-education families, and children who relate to gangs. To reduce crime and prisoners, relevant groups such as governmental officials, law enforcement, and the community have to unite (Shelden et al., 2015).
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